
      DEVON COUNTY VETERAN LADIES’ GOLF ASSOCIATION 

      Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at Exeter Golf Club 

                                on Friday 20th January 2017  (Issued on 06/02/2017) 

 

PRESENT - Captain Mrs Val Cook, Vice-Captain Mrs Jane MacDonald-Smith, 

Competition Secretary Mrs Barbara Lake, Clerical Secretary Mrs Jackie Carr, Treasurer  

Mrs Sylvia Caunter, Area Representatives Marcia Jones (North),  Angela Newman (West)  

and 50 additional members.  28 Clubs were represented. 

 

APOLOGIES were received from 10 members 

 

MINUTES of the 2016 AGM were approved and signed 

 

MATTERS ARISING - There were no matters arising. 

 

1)  2016 CAPTAIN’S Report:  
 Val Cook welcomed all ladies present and gave a summary of her year as follows: 
“I will start with our South West Shield matches which were quite close. 
 A 4 - 3 result against Cornwall and Dorset and a drawn match against Somerset. 
 Cornwall were the Shield winners.  I would like to thank all of the members who signed up 
and played in these matches - they were all played in great spirit and everyone enjoyed the 
format. 
 
Friendly Matches:  
The first match against the County Junior Girls was held at Saunton and one just had to 
stand back and admire their golf.  A cheque of £250 was presented to the Junior Organiser. 
Our match against the Men Vets was held at Woodbury - a great day was enjoyed by all 
and the Ladies won the Shield. 
The match with the Ladies Past Captains was very close - I would like to thank Lorette and 
her team.  The Lady Vets just managed to come out on top. 
A very friendly match was held with the County Committee at Holsworthy. We played a 
joint 3 Ball Team and enjoyed a very pleasant day. 

Inter-Club Knockout: I was present to referee the final of the Inter Club Knockout at Stover 

with excellent golf played between the teams of Holsworthy and Axe Cliff.  The match 

finished on the 18th hole with Axe Cliff being the winners.  Congratulations to both teams.  

At all of our events we have received a great deal of help and co-operation from the Lady 

Captains at the various clubs and our thanks go to all of these Ladies. 

 

Every event this year has been a great success - this is due to the splendid work of our 

Committee and the support of members. Ladies you have a wonderful committee who work 

tirelessly on your behalf. 

 

On a personal level I would like to say that I have had a marvelous year - an ‘annus 

mirabilis’- in fact.  It has been a great pleasure for me to have met so many of you at our 

various events. 

 

Thank you ladies.”   
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2) COMPETITION SECRETARY Report: 

Barbara Lake reported the following: 

“This year has been a successful year for our Open competitions.  

 

The Spring Meeting saw 76 ladies tee off on a damp and blustery day at RND – the only 

Open this year to have wet weather.  

 

The Ord Cup was won by Sue Ackland from RND with Elizabeth Blight, also from RND, 

coming second. Kate Brown, again from RND, won the Venerable Vets section and Chris 

Pearce won the VVV’s - is there something about local knowledge here?  The prizes were 

awarded for points from 30 down to 22 so it is always worth entering, ladies! 

 

The Championships were played at Torquay on a beautiful day with 151 ladies taking part. 

The winner of the Knowle Shield was Libbaton Golf Club with a net score of 222. The 

Scratch Trophy was won by Glynis Spearman from Teignmouth with a gross 84. The 

Badcock Salver  winner was Jo Goldsworthy from East Devon  with gross 86.  The 

Handicap Cup was won by Paula Wilsmore from Libbaton with net 70 and the runner up 

was Rickie Pawsey from Downes Crediton  with  net 71. The VV Vase was won by Jill 

Bastock from Ilfracombe. 

 

TheVenerable Vets Championships was played at Honiton – more good weather – and 112 

ladies teed off – 17 of whom were Very Venerable Vets!  The winner was Pippa Norman of 

East Devon – a VVV – with 37 points on count back from Sylvia Caunter from Holsworthy. 

The VVV winner was Dorris Jewell from Okehampton with 36 points. 

 

The Killard Leavy and Autumn 4somes was played at Tavistock – even more good weather 

– and 180 ladies played although two of them were just there to mark a card as they were 

too young to play. Many thanks to them for helping us out.   

The Killard Leavy was won by Fran Shrubsole and Judith Ezard from Downes Crediton 

with 34 points on count back from Stephanie Long and Janet Pollard from Ilfracombe.  

Autumn Foursomes - The winners were Liz Turner and Ann Norman from Exeter with 

38points.  

 

The Inter Club KO saw a repeat of last year’s final with Axe Cliff playing Holsworthy at 

Stover. Axe Cliff triumphed on the 18
th

 to take the Trophy for a second year. Well done to 

all who took part. We were asked about caddies for this event and decided to adopt the same 

policy as DCLGA – caddies allowed from the quarter finals onwards 

 

2017 Opens are scheduled as follows and a full 2017 Calendar of Fixture is on the Website. 

Spring Meeting to be held at Teign Valley, Championships at Holsworthy, Killard Leavy 

and Autumn 4’s at Saunton West Course, VV’s at The Warren., The Flitch at Tavistock and 

the Mixed Autumn 4’s at Teign Valley. 

 

As always the venues are selected for value for money and not for location. Devon is a big 

county but it is as far from the North to the South as it is the other way around. Please 

support the events as best you can during 2017. 

  

With Judy Keyworth retiring from the Committee, I shall be the ‘collection point’ for the 

Mixed Open entries but the 2017 Lady Vice Captain, Barbara Cummings, will be in charge 

of running the competitions.  
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I would like to remind delegates that entries from members of the DCVLGA only will be 

accepted for all these events – we have had a few strays this year. Please could you also ask 

your ladies to tick events in their diaries when they have entered as some ladies enter more 

than once (sometimes with different people!) and it creates havoc when I am doing the start 

sheets. 

 

I am pleased to say that most people seem to be happily using the new web site for forms 

and information. I have had a few old forms but I expect that next year will see very few, if 

any, of those. 

 

I am also pleased to announce that Penny Lyne has agreed to take over from me next year as 

Competition Secretary and we will be meeting up to ensure a seamless hand over. 

 

Thanks to Val for a great year and to all the ladies who have helped at Opens, especially the 

Lady Captains of the host Clubs. They have been fantastic.  

 

In the absence of Judy Keyworth who was the 2016 Mixed Competitions Organiser I would 

submit her report on the Flitch Vase and Autumn Mixed Foursomes as follows. 

 

The Flitch Vase - 15th July 2016 at Staddon Heights 

As usual for this very popular competition, we had fifty tee-times fully booked. 

Unfortunately, on the day, one Foursome failed to arrive. 18 clubs were represented. 

Staddon Heights Golf Club could not have been more co-operative from my first contact 

with the Manager to the last minute of the day.  The atmosphere in the clubhouse was lively 

and many players took the time to tell me how much they enjoyed the course, the food and 

the organisation - much appreciated.  I have to thank Val Cook and Loraine Steeden for 

their invaluable assistance in checking cards and keeping the results board up to date. 

Twelve pairs received gift vouchers, with the winners also taking the traditional gammon 

and the trophy.  Winners were Gillian and Robert Densley, runners-up Jill and John 

Whitelock, 3rd Sue and David Williams - all from Staddon Heights. Three boxes of balls 

went to each of the three lucky pairs who managed to get 2's.  The names of all the winners 

were posted on the website the day after the competition. 

Next year the Flitch will be held at Tavistock Golf Club on Monday 24th July – please make 

a note in your diaries and enter early to avoid disappointment.  

 

Autumn Mixed Foursomes - 6th October 2016 at Churston 

A dry but very windy, cold day greeted players at Churston - uncomfortable for the players 

but it resulted in everyone arriving back at the clubhouse in good time!  Churston Golf Club 

could not have been more helpful - particular thanks to Jo Rivers.  My thanks also to Val 

Cook and Jackie Carr for their support on the day. Disappointingly only 70 players took 

part.  You may remember that this competition was initiated at the request of many lady vets 

who were ineligible to play in the Flitch Vase competition.  However, married couples 

formed most of the field with only six of the pairs not married to their playing partners.  I 

know October seems rather late in the year but  the weather on the day of this 

competition over the last three years has been dry.  Seven pairs received prizes - that's 

fourteen separate vouchers.  The winners were Angela and Ronald Holman from Yelverton 

& Boringdon Park.  Runners-up were Sylvia Caunter and Brian Axford from Holsworthy, 

3rd was Anne and Colin Greenwell from Stover.  Four pairs managed to get 2's and received 

a box of balls each. This might be a good moment to remind everyone that the amount of 

money  available for prizes and golf balls depends entirely on the number of entries 

received, so Club Reps please encourage your members to enter.  
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Perhaps for its fourth year of existence Club Reps could promote the Autumn Mixed 

Foursomes and we could achieve at least 100 entries in 2017.   The venue is Teign Valley 

on Friday 13th October.  

With my leaving the Committee at the end of this year and I would like to take this 

opportunity to say how much I have enjoyed organising the two mixed competitions for the 

lady vets.  Working with this committee has been a pleasure, and an eye-opener. I've learned 

a lot.  My good wishes go to the committee for a successful 2017. 

Thank you.” 

 

3) TREASURERS Report: – Sylvia Caunter (DCVLGA Treasurer) reported the following:  

There are now 1131 members as at the end of 2016. 

The Bank Balance stands at £4964.90 included in which there is £384.50 for the Lady 

Captain’s Charity the North Devon Hospice and for which we will round up to £400. 

A profit of £633.90 was made from the Opens which helps to fund the Inter-County 

matches.  

 

A full balance sheet for 2016 was handed out at the Mtg and should you have any questions 

I will be happy to respond. 

 

I will serve as Treasurer for 2017 and Lynda Perkins, Holsworthy, will ‘shadow’ me from 

November and will take over my responsibilities as Treasurer  in January 2018.  Have a 

good year and enjoy your golf.” 

 

4) SOUTH WEST VETS Meeting:  held on Monday 31st October 2016 at Teignmouth. 
Jackie Carr Secretary provided the following information: 
 
Somerset’s Chairman Caroline Lumley-Frank welcomed 14 members from the South West 
Counties.  Jackie Carr & Jane MacDonald-Smith attended for South Region. 

Note: Key points detailed below. Full Minutes of the SWVLGA Meeting are available and 

if anyone would like to receive them please let Jackie know. 

 

The SWVLGA Spring Meeting, held at China Fleet, was heavily over-subscribed. You are 

advised to book early if you wish to make a successful entry application for the future. 

Silver Division (and overall winner)      Chris Cornish           Dainton Park GC  34 pts 

Bronze Division 1                                   Sue Richards           St Enodoc GC       31 pts 

Bronze Division 2                                   Maggie Woodhouse      Exeter GC        31 pts 

The VV’s Cup (70+)                               Judy Richards                Cape Cornwall.   

VVV’s (80+)                                           Pat Giles                        Exminster Golf Club. 

The SWVLGA Autumn Meeting, held at Long Sutton Golf Club, Somerset, also attracted 

almost a full entry.  Again, enter early.  All prize winners were from outside the South 

Region. 

 

CORNWALLwill run the SWVLGA for the next two years. 

2017 Spring Field Day - Thursday 30th March @ Teignmouth. 

2017 Autumn Field Day - Wednesday 27
th

 September at Lyme Regis. 
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Constitution amendments: (both items raised by South Devon)      

                    

1)  Inter-County match meals will be paid for by the Host Team for playing members only’.  

(Note: DCVLGA will collect a £5 Match fee from each Devon player to help fund the cost of 

home fixtures.) 

2) Hire of Buggies: The clause has been amended to read “only those players holding a 

current medical certificate attesting to their inability to walk for 18 holes will be permitted 

to use buggies.  Playing partners without a medical certificate would not be permitted to 

share a buggy. 

 

5) Election of Officers & Committee for 2017  

Retiring Captain Val Cook introduced 2017 Captain Jane MacDonald Smith and presented 

her with the Captain’s badge.  Jane then took the Chair and presented Val with a beautiful 

Cymbidium orchid in appreciation of her tremendous efforts and success throughout 2016.  

Jane made the following speech.  

 

“Firstly I would like to thank Val for all the hard work she has put in on our behalf over the 

past year.  She has been a joy to work with and will be a very hard act to follow – but I will 

certainly do my best. 

 

It is a tremendous honour being Captain of the Devon Lady Veterans Association and I hope 

that, unlike Donald Trump who is also taking over today, that I won’t have to contend with 

demonstrations and protests! 

It is a lovely seeing so many of you here today – both new and old faces, and I hope that 

you will put your names down on the lists of matches that you should find on the Vet’s 

Board at your Clubs – they are a great opportunity to meet new people, play different 

courses and have a lot of fun.  There are also quite a few Opens at some lovely venues, and 

these you will be able to find on our very new Website, along with the entry forms. 

 

My Charity this year will be the Cystic Fibrosis Trust, something very close to my heart 

because our daughter Harriet died of it when she was only three and a half years old. 

 

I hope you will all have a healthy and happy golf year and I look forward to getting to know 

more of you through the year.” 

 

Election of  DCVLGA Officers and Committee: 

Captain    Mrs. Jane MacDonald-Smith (Teign Valley) 1 year 

Vice-Captain   Mrs. Barbara Cummings (Axe Cliff) 1 year 

Competition Secretary  Mrs. Barbara Lake (Holsworthy) 1 year 

Treasurer    Mrs. Sylvia Caunter (Holsworthy) 1 year 

Secretary    Mrs. Jackie Carr (Stover) 2 years 

Representative for North Mrs. Marcia Jones (Okehampton) 2 years 

Representative for East  Mrs. Kay Foster (Woodbury) 1 year 

Representative for West Mrs. Angela Newman (Wrangaton) 1 year Representative for 

South    Mrs. Pat Woolnough (Teign Valley) 3 years 

     (proposed by Jane MacDonald-Smith) 

     (seconded by Jackie Carr ) 

 

The Floor gave their approval of the above. 
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6) PRESENTATION of TROPHIES – 2016 Captain Val Cook presented the Knockout Inter Club 
Trophy to Axe Cliff – Helen Kenworthy & Margaret Kenchington who beat 
Lynda Perkins & Gwen Adams of Holsworthy) 
  

7) VOTE OF THANKS – Venerable Vets Champion for 2016, Pippa Norman of East Devon 
thanked the Captain and Committee, on behalf of everyone, for their dedication, work and 
time given during the year and to making the DCVLGA  such a successful Organisation.    
She was delighted to become the Venerable Vets Champion at Honiton and which took 10 
years to achieve. It has been suggested that a cup should be awarded to the VVV winner 
and if considered appropriate she would donate.  She was looking forward to defending 
her title at The Warren in September and wished the Committee and all members the very 
best for 2017.   
      

8) ANY OTHER BUSINESS – No matters to be discussed were notified to the Captain prior to 
the meeting but the following issues were raised from the Floor. 
 
a) Website Entry Form for Venerable Vets Competition: 

It was pointed out that this particular form shows four spaces for entry whereas 
the competition is played in groups of three ladies. 
 

b)  Website A4 size Entry Forms: 
It was suggested that A4 size entry forms are too big and could A5 size be considered. 
 

c)  Very Venerable Vets Championship. 
It was requested that the Committee consider a VVV Championship competition in view 
of the increasing number of ladies playing very competitive golf at over 80 years of age.   

d)   Policy regarding refund of Entry Fee for Buggy Users & playing partners when weather  

 or course conditions disallow use of same on the day of competition: 

 This relates to a situation which occurred at the SW Spring Mtg at China Fleet held in  

 March 2016 where a player who required a buggy could not use a buggy because the host 

 Club had deemed it too difficult to use a buggy due to poor conditions on the course.                          

 The player, who was unable to play, was eventually given a refund as a ‘goodwill’ gesture.  

 Her playing partner did 

  not receive a refund.   

 

All the above items will be discussed at the next DCVLGA Committee Mtg scheduled for 
Friday 24th February 2017 @ Teignmouth. 

Date of next Club Delegates Meeting Friday 3rd November 2017 at Teignmouth GC. 

 

Date of next Annual General Meeting Friday 19th January 2018 at Exeter Golf & CC. 

 

Meeting closed at 1.45 pm. 

 

 

Signed……………………………………….    Date……………………………….. 

 

Distribution:  Committee Members and Area Representatives. 

 
       (Page 6 of 6) 


