
DEVON COUNTY VETERAN LADIES’ GOLF ASSOCIATION 

 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at Exeter Golf & Country Club on 22/1/16 

 

APOLOGIES were received from 6 members 

PRESENT - Captain Mrs Loraine Steeden, Vice-Captain Mrs Val Cook, Competition 

Secretary Mrs Barbara Lake, Clerical Secretary Mrs Liz Turner, Treasurer Mrs Sylvia 

Caunter and 63 members 

 

MINUTES of the 2015 AGM were approved and signed 

 

MATTERS ARISING - There were no matters arising. 

 

CAPTAINS REPORT:-  Loraine reported that it had been a real privilege and honour to 

wear the Captain’s badge.  She had met many wonderful people through Devon and the south 

west Region.  She enjoyed working with this team of ladies on the committee and had had a 

‘ball’.  She thanked everyone who had been involved in organising and delivering the 

programme of events. 

The year started in April with the match against the County Junior Girls at Stover.  Quite a 

wake up call to witness the precision and style of these young ladies.  A resounding win for 

them but well deserved.  A cheque for £250 was presented to the Gill Lang the Junior 

Organiser to help with expenses. 

The first County match was played in June against Cornwall at Bude. The Devon team found 

it hard but the final score was a 5 /2 win to Cornwall.  

The next match was held at Churston against Somerset.  The weather was glorious and the 

individual matches were close but Somerset won 5/2.  The third and final match was in July 

against Dorset at Knighton Heath. The weather was good but the golf even better.  A win for 

Devon 4 ½ to 2 ½ .  The overall result for the Salver was that Devon came third.  Loraine 

thanked the ladies who played in all the matches. 

She was referee for the final of the County Knock Out competition which was played at 

Stover in September. The match ended on the 20
th

 hole with Axe Cliff the winners from 

Holsworthy. 

The County Men Vets were hosts for the annual match in September.  This was played at 

Saunton in fine weather. What a day!  Men really become men when they play golf against 

ladies but it was fun.  We lost the match but provided an improvised salver as the original 

salver had been mislaid.  This has now been presented.  A long day and dreadful weather for 

the return journey home. 

We hosted the match against the Devon Past Lady Captains at Woodbury in October.  Again 

we were lucky with the weather and the match was close with us losing 3 ½ to 4 ½ . Thanks 

to Woodbury and the ladies who played. 

The final match was played against the County Committee at Tiverton.  We played six 

matches and won 4 ½ to 1 ½ . This was a great win for the Vets and even the losing pair took 

the match the the 17
th

 hole.  The County President, Barbara Mullett  joined the teams for the 

meal and presented Sue Ackland, County Captain, with a bouquet for her birthday, the season 

finishing on a high. 

Loraine once again thanked all the ladies who had taken part in the various teams and hoped 

everyone would support Val Cook for the coming year. 

She also thanked the Captain of her home Club, Gill, to Val of Churston and Angela of 

Yelverton for their support and help and also to Barbara Dance, a very special lady. 

Finally she thanked all the ladies on the Committee and for Val as her deputy.  She hoped 

everyone had enjoyed the year.  She then presented Liz Turner with voucher in appreciation 

of her work as Secretary over the past three years. 



COMPETITION SECRETARY – Barbara reported the following:-  The year had been an 

‘in at the deep end’ experience for her as she had never been involved with the DCLVA 

before.  Steph Long tried to explain everything but there was a lot to learn and much of her 

training had taken place ‘on the job’.  

 

The Inter-Club knockout started and finished well.  The winners were Helen Kenworthy 

and Margaret Kendrington from Axe Cliff, a close match against Lynda Perkins and Gwen 

Adams from Holsworthy. The match was played in good spirit and tea and cake was enjoyed 

afterwards. Thanks to Stover and Loraine for refereeing. 

 

The Spring Meeting at Staddon Heights had a field of 156 ladies and the day ran well. The 

winner was Chris Cornish from Dainton Park on count back from Shirley Steel from Staddon 

Heights.  

 

The Championships at Churston saw another good entry of 156 ladies. The Churston Lady 

Captain and helpers provided starters etc.  The winner of the Scratch was Cathy Coomb from 

Churston with Jane Easterbrook also Churston coming 2
nd

.  The Knowle Shield was won by 

Tiverton and VV Vase by Lesley Crossley from Tiverton. 

 

The Killard Leavy and Autumn Foursomes held at Yelverton had 122 ladies with 27 clubs 

in the Killard Leavy.  The winners of the KL were Helen Kenworthy and Bee Sammons from 

Axe Cliff and Bee Baker and Annie Sinclair from Libbaton coming second.  The winners of 

the foursomes were Wendy Roberts and Val Mulcrone from Wrangaton who were early 

starters but stayed all day to receive their prize.  Jenny Rowe and Laurel Kelly from Dainton 

Park were second. 

 

The Venerable Vets was moved from the original venue due a very poor entry.  79 VVs and 

VVVs set out to play at Churston.  Again Val Benbow and her team were on hand to help 

things run smoothly. Thanks go to Sylvia, Jackie, Angie and Loraine for holding the fort as 

Barbara was unwell on the day. The winner was Linda Longmuir from East Devon and the 

runner up Maureen Gliddon from Staddon Heights.  The VVV winner was Pippa Norman 

from East Devon.  Next year this event will return to August. 

The Packs.  The entry forms for the Inter-club knockout are green and a yellow one for the 

Killard Leavy. The others ie. for Spring, Champs etc. can be used year on year but the date 

and venue must be filled in.  These are master copies and must be reproduced if necessary. 

Please note that his year the rules regarding the handicap allowance for the knock out have 

changed from ¾ allowance to 90% taken from the lowest handicap. 

Thanks given to all the Committee for their help and support throughout the year – a true 

team effort 

 

TREASURERS REPORT – Sylvia reported the following:  

There are now 1174 members.  The Bank Balance stands at £5175.50.  This includes £400.00 

for our Lady Captain’s charity which is St. Lukes Hospice.  The same amount was given to 

the Lady Captains’ charities at the courses where we held our Opens. 

Copies of the Accounts were distributed. 

Membership will be £3.00 per member from now on and badges will remain at £2.00.  These 

are available at all our Opens.  

Linda Perkins will be shadowing Sylvia during the year to take over in January 2017. 

She thanked the Committee for their support through 2015 and wished Val every success for 

2016. 

 

. 



FLITCH / MIXED FOURSOMES  REPORT – Judy Keyworth reported the following:- 

The Flitch Vase - 9th July 2015 at Tiverton 

Blessed with good weather, this year's Flitch was a great success. 198 players entered from 

21 different clubs and, apart from one or two players having to wait a little longer than 

expected for food, the day ran very smoothly.   Judy Phripp, Tiverton's Lady Captain, could 

not have been more helpful - spotters and starters helped the day along.   

Seventeen prizes were awarded ranging from £30 - £100.  The winners - Leslie and Ann 

Richardson from Holsworthy - also received the gammon and, of course, the trophy.  

Runners-up were Linda and Des Barrington from Ilfracombe and third place went to Jo and 

Martin Wright from Stover. Last year's hosts, Teignmouth, had donated a voucher for a free 

four-ball at the club any time up to the end of December.  This was raffled in aid of the 

Devon Freewheelers, £106 was raised and they have thanked us for our efforts on their 

behalf. 

Next year The Flitch Vase will be played for at Staddon Heights on Friday 15th July - to 

avoid disappointment, early entry is recommended and may I please ask you to date your 

cheques 1st June 2016 

 

 

Autumn Mixed Foursomes - 1st October 2015 at Honiton 

Late cancellations and one or two non-arrivals on the day resulted in 72 players from 15 

different clubs finally taking part in this second outing for the Autumn Mixed Foursomes - an 

increase in numbers from last year.  Honiton could not have done more to make things run 

any better, everyone who played was very complimentary and the day was a great success.    

May I just remind you that Committee decided to run this event for the first time last year 

following a number of requests over the years to run a mixed competition not restricted to 

married couples.  You may be interested to know that 14 non-married pairs entered this year - 

an increase of 5 from last year. 

Six prizes were awarded - that is twelve separate vouchers.   The winners - Rosemary and 

Geoff Sharp from Bigbury received vouchers of £50 each and the trophy.  Runners-up were 

Terri and Bill Mason from Woodbury, third place went to Maureen and Peter Gliddon from 

Staddon Hieghts, 4th were Jenny & Steve Morrall from Holsworthy, 5th Jo Donmall and Iain 

Bain from Axe Cliff and 6th Alex Guy and Geoff Sykes from Royal North Devon.   

Glorious weather lightened everyone's spirits  - the Presentation went well and was 

completed in good time.  Thanks go to Olwen Eaton, Honiton's Lady Captain, who provided 

starters and spotters and generally organised the ordering of food.  

I enjoyed the day and would like to thank Val Cook and Kay Foster for their company and for 

their invaluable support on the day.  Next year I'm hoping that there will be an even bigger 

response - please put Thursday 6th October 2016 in your diaries - the venue will be Churston 

Golf Club.  Again, my request is to please date your cheques 1st September. 

 

SOUTH WEST VETS REPORT 

Report from SW Vets  - AGM held at Teignmouth on Monday 26
th

 October 2015 

Somerset’s Chairman welcomed 12 members from the South West Counties. 

Matters Arising – Clarification given on matches which is now included in the Constitution 

i.e. (no two members from the same Club playing together). 

 

The Chairman Reported on the following:- The Spring Field Day at Stover had been over 

subscribed so it is important to enter as early as possible.  One County did not distribute 

posters until the beginning of the year. She gave out the results. 

The Autumn meeting at Came Down had fewer entries (63), although more than the previous 

year.  She thanked the Clubs for holding the events and for the support.  There had been a 



problem changing the Treasurers mandate from Dorset to Somerset so she felt that the next 

County (Cornwall) needs to be aware of the problem.   

She also felt that the Affiliation fee of £50 should be paid at the AGM.  This was agreed and 

would be updated in the Constitution accordingly. 

 

The Treasurer produced the accounts with the Current Account - closing balance of 

£1306.25 and the 30 Day Business Account at £2580.55. 

The Trophy was presented to Somerset by Cornwall.  It was agreed to update the Trophy to 

provide additional space for the winners. 

 

2016 Field Days. The posters and entry forms were handed to the Counties for distribution.  

Spring Field Day at China Fleet, Cornwall on Thursday 31
st
 March, 2016 and the  

Autumn Field Day at Long Sutton, Somerset on Tuesday, 20
th

 September 2016. 

 

AOB  (i)  It was confirmed that the SW Vets age is 60 and this would be included in the 

Constitution.  (ii) The Constitution to be amended from EWGA to EG.  (iii)  Sponsorship was 

discussed for the future. 

Date of next AGM on 31
st
  October 2016 at Teignmouth at 11.00 

 

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS & COMMITTEE FOR 2016 

 

Captain    Mrs Val Cook (RND)  

 

CAPTAIN – Retiring Captain Loraine introduced Val Cook and presented her with the 

Captain’s Badge.  Val responded with short speech and felt it was a honour to accept the role of 

Captain of the DCVLGA.  She hoped to keep all the balls in the air at the right time and would 

do her best. 

 

Val  presented Loraine  with a ‘Thank You’ gift. 

 

The new Captain took the chair and continued with the elections. 

 

Member for the 
Vice-Captain   Mrs Jane MacDonald Smith (Teign Valley)  

Competition Secretary  Mrs Barbara Lake (Holsworthy) 

Treasurer   Mrs Sylvia Caunter (Holsworthy)    

Clerical Secretary  Mrs. Jackie Carr (Stover) 3 years 

Member for the South  vacancy 

Member for the North  Mrs. Marcia Jones (Okehampton) proposed by Maureen Willcocks and 

 seconded by Kay Foster) 3 years. 

Member for the East  Mrs Kay Foster (Woodbury) 2 years.             

Member for the West  Mrs. Angela Newman (Wrangaton) 2 years  

 

Maureen Willcocks was thanked for her 3 years as North Rep. 

 

The meeting gave their approval of the above. 

 

VOTE OF THANKS – Vets. Champion for 2015, Kathy Coombes of Churston  thanked the 

Captain and Committee, on behalf of everyone, for their dedication, work and time given during 

the year. This was much appreciated by all members. She had been delighted to become the Vet 

Champion on her own course and was looking forward to defending her title at Torquay in June.  

She wished the Captain all the best for the coming year. 



 

PRESENTATION OF TROPHIES – The Captain 2015 (Loraine) presented the Knockout 

Inter Club Trophy to Axe Cliff – Margaret Kenchington and Helen Kenworthy.   

 

Date of next Representatives Meeting   Friday 4th November 2016 at Teignmouth Golf Club. 

 

Date of next Annual General Meeting   Friday 20
th 

January 2017 at Exeter Golf & C Club. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – No matters to be discussed were notified to the Captain. 

 

From the floor:- 

 

(a)  Conflict of dates for 2016 on 6
th

 October with Devon Lady Captains’ Autumn Meeting and 

DCVLGA Mixed Foursomes. 

 

(b) Request for Form not be printed on Blue paper as difficult to read and copy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 1.45 pm. 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………….    Date……………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution :- Committee Members  &  Club Representatives  

 


